Gary Richard Schoener 
400 W. Franklin, Apt. 2 
Minneapolis , Minnesota 


55405 


February 19, 1976 


Mr. Stoney Cooks 
332 Cannon Blvd. 
Washington, D.C. 


20015 


Res Material relating to the bombing of the Sixteenth Street 

Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, on November 15, 1963. 

Dear Mr. Cooks: 

I am writing you at the request of Mr. Darnell Dudley who 
asked that I send you the enclosed material. I have previously 
sent these materials to Congressman Don Fraser (D-Minn.), Congress- 
man Drinan of the Judiciary Civil and Constitutional Rights Sub- 
committee, Senator Walter Mondale (D-Minn.), and Senator Richard 
Schweiker of the Church ‘Committee so as to bring these material 
to the attention of appropriate congressional committees investi- 
gating the withholding of evidence from the Warren Commission. 

I am in somewhat regular contact with Senator Schweiker. 

The item withheld from the Warren Commission is a tape re- 
cording, the transcript of which is enclosed. The tape was ob- 
tained by William Somerset, an informant for the FBI and Miami 
Police Dept. It was released to independent investigators into 
the death of President John Kennedy by Richard Gerstein, district 
Attorney in Miami. (The same man who blew the whistle on some of 
the Cubans involved in the Watergate affair.) Gerstein also, let 
the press in on this tape when he learned it had not been shown 
to the Warren Commission. The enclosed copy b<6 a letter to me\ 
from the National Archives verifies that this tape is not among\ 
the documents of the Warren Commission. 


If there is any dohht that the FBI knewoff this incident 
(Gerstein and Somerset, when he finally surfaced, both c&lamed 
it had been given to the FBI) , the enclosed 8 pages of documents 
(pp.24 and 25, Commission Document 20; p.p. 119-124, Commission 
Document 1347) should quickly resolve it. When I last checked 
page 121 of Commission Document 1347 was withheld, but it may be 
available by now. Judging from the bottom of page 120, it may 
discuss the church bombing further. The Scant information in 
these pages and ludicrous interview with J.A. Milteer stinks 
given what the tape mentions-~possible murder of President Ken- 
nedy, Martin Luther King, the bombing of a church, etc. etc. 

It is even more amazing when one realizes that these men admitted 
involvement in the killing of the president (see page 20) and when 
the FBI submitted thousands of pages of investigations of incidents 
unrelated to the assassination. 



Hr. Stoney Cooks 


p<ig© 2 


February 19, 1976 


While I encountered these documents som® years ago while in- 
vestigating the assassination of President Kennedy, and recently 
sent them to congressional committees reviewing the handling of 
that case, they 'aav-e obvious relevance: to tho church bombing as 
well as tho behavior of southern offices of the f.B.i. in general. 

I hose that these documents prove useful to you and that some- 
thing can foe done about this travesty of justice. I nave nothing 
ols«? I can really add to what is apparent in these documents con-- 
carning the men and incidents mentioned in them. For further informa- 
tion you might contact Richard Gerstein, DA in Miami , James Laser — 
Jamas Sari Hay's attorney in Washington D.C. (X don’t have Jim's 
current number) , or warren report critic Harold Weisfoarg, Kt. 12, 
Frederick, .Maryland 21701. 

For your general inf ormation , I am a olinic.il psychologist 
who is the executives director of a walk-in counseling cantor and 
have not been actively investigating anything for several years. 

I, unfortunately, have little time to aid those working on this 
case, although X have triad to assist the Church Committee. Period- 
ically someone like Darnell pulls ma out of retirement, but I ait 
not in a position to devote much time to anything beyond my current 
job responsibilities which ore considerable. 

Darnell tells tsa that you are working with Representative 
Andre-.# Voting and that this material is for him. Boat of luck in 
doing something constructive with it. 


Sincaraly , 


Gary Schooner 


cc t Darnell Dudloy 


